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OCTOBER 15, 2020 INCIDENT IN DOWNTOWN MUNCIE

Muncie Indiana – I have received the very thorough investigation
conducted by the Muncie Police Department into the events that transpired on
the evening of October 15, 2020 in downtown Muncie. The investigation reveals
that two juveniles (ages 13 and 17) rode a MITS bus to the downtown area. One
of the juveniles had possession of a BB gun. Sometime shortly before 8:00 p.m.
one or both of the juveniles shot the BB gun a few times down an alley toward a
red car that was parked on the other end of the alley on Walnut Street. One of
the juveniles stated that he did so “just because it was there.” The juveniles then
fled the scene and discarded the BB gun in a bush downtown. Both juveniles,
together with their guardians, agreed to cooperate during the investigation and
gave videotaped interviews wherein they admitted their wrongdoing. One of the
juveniles also took detectives to the bush where the BB gun was recovered by
the police. The BB gun uses a CO2 cartridge for propulsion of the BBs. I have
attached the Release that was issued by the Muncie Police Department on
October 21, 2020 which contains more specifics concerning the investigation.
There is no evidence that either juvenile had any idea whether or not the
red vehicle was occupied by a person nor is there any evidence that they were
aware of the identity of anyone in the immediate area. There is no evidence that
they had an intended target or plan. There is no evidence that the two juveniles
intended to harm, hurt, threaten, or intimidate the individual in the red car or any
other person. Additionally there is no evidence that the two juveniles are
connected to or are affiliated with any political candidate, party, or activists.
There is no evidence that any person’s race played any role in their actions.
Rather, all of the evidence indicates that that this was simply a poor choice of
juvenile delinquency.
No person was struck by a BB pellet, no person was injured, and no
property was damaged.
I have referred this matter to Juvenile Probation where the probation
department will treat this case as it would any other similarly situated case.
Juvenile Probation has evaluated the facts and circumstances of the case and

recommended that they conduct an Administrative Hearing where the juveniles
and their parents/guardians are brought into the Probation office. There, a
discussion will be had between the parties and the juveniles will be formally
reprimanded. I agree with this recommendation as I do not believe that these
juveniles should be treated any worse or better than similarly situated juveniles
who have committed similar acts of delinquency. Therefore, I will not be filing a
request to file a petition alleging delinquency. Recall, that unlike the adult system,
the prosecutor cannot simply file charges against a juvenile. The prosecutor must
obtain permission from the juvenile court to initiate delinquency proceedings
against a juvenile. Consequently, this concludes this investigation.
Under Indiana law, at most, the juveniles committed attempted criminal
mischief, a Class B Misdemeanor. Indiana law prohibits the release of the
identities of juveniles who commit misdemeanor acts of delinquency. Therefore,
the names of the juveniles cannot and will not be released.
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