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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

From:  Eric Hoffman, Prosecuting Attorney 

Subject: Sarah Styhl  

Date:  June 13, 2019 

 

Sarah Styhl Formally Charged by Prosecutor 
 
Muncie Indiana – On today’s date I have formally charged Sara Styhl with two counts 
of Neglect of a Dependent Resulting in Death, a Level 1 Felony.  Both counts allege 
the neglect and death of the same child; they are simply alternate methods to charge 
the crime.  Pursuant to Indiana Law, a person convicted of a Level 1 Felony faces a 
sentencing range 20 to 40 years in prison.   I have attached the charging documents 
as well as the Affidavit of Probable Cause for Arrest.   The case has been filed in the 
Delaware County Circuit Court No. 3, the Honorable Judge Linda Ralu Wolf presiding.  
It is anticipated that this matter will be set for initial hearing on Monday, June 17, 2019.  
Any questions with regard to the time of the hearing should be directed to the Delaware 
Circuit Court No. 3.  Bail was originally set at $50,000.  On June 12, 2019 bail was 
increased to $100,000. 
 
Sara Styhl is the only suspect in this case.  
 
There have been many inquires as to the cause and manner of death.  First and 
foremost, although investigators have been in communication with the forensic 
pathologist, the formal autopsy report containing, among other things, the cause and 
manner of death, will not be issued until the completion of toxicology analysis and 
other scientific tests.  Secondly, Rule 3.6(d)(3) of the Indiana Rules of Professional 
Conduct prohibits an attorney from publically making a statement regarding the 
“…results of any examination or test…”    Therefore, I cannot publically release the 
cause and manner of death unless such information is contained within a document 
filed with the Court or discussed in a Court proceeding. 
 
Despite the fact that formal charges have been filed, this case is very much an ongoing 
investigation.  Theoretically, should additional information be uncovered during the 
course of the investigation, additional charges could be filed.     
 
It is important to remember that an arrest and/or the filing of a criminal charge is simply 
an allegation and is not evidence of guilt.  All suspects are presumed innocent unless 
and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt at trial.      
 
The ethical rules for prosecutors in Indiana prohibit further comment on this matter.  
At this time, there will be no further comment.  
 

# # # #  



APPEARANCE FORM (CRIMINAL)
State of Indiana

Case Number: 18C03-1906-F1

1. Name of Defendant:  Sarah Ann Styhl

2. Case Type of proceeding:  Level Felony

3. Prosecuting Attorney Information:
 
 
Name:     Eric M. Hoffman           Attorney No. 24232-18
Address: 100 W. Main St.             Phone:   (765) 747-7801
                Muncie, IN  47305        FAX:      (765) 747-7830
Email:     ehoffman@co.delaware.in.us 

      
 

4. Will the State accept service by FAX:  No

5. Arresting Agency:  Muncie Police Department

6. Arrest report number (Originating Agency Case Number): 19-23947

7. Transaction Control Number:  1810071148
State I.D. Number: Not Available

8. Related cases:  18C03-1906-MC-714, 18C03-1906-MC-700, 18C03-1906-MC-701, 18C03-
1906-MC-703

9. Additional information required by state or local rules:

CASE NUMBER: 18C03-1906-F1-000008    FILED: 6/13/2019



STATE OF INDIANA   )
   ) SS:
COUNTY OF DELAWARE   )
  
  
STATE OF INDIANA  
  
            VS  
  
SARAH ANN STYHL

YWCA
310 E. Charles Street
Muncie, IN 47305

 

DOB: 9/6/1986  
SSN: XXX-XX-0782  

IN THE DELAWARE CIRCUIT COURT 3
 
CAUSE NUMBER. 18C03-1906-F1

INFORMATION:

Count 1:
Neglect of a Dependent Resulting in
Death
I.C. 35-46-1-4(a)(1) and I.C. 35-46-1-4(b)
(3)
a Level 1 Felony

 
Count 1:

The undersigned says that between June 1, 2019 and June 8, 2019 in Delaware County, State of
Indiana, Sarah Ann Styhl, being at least 18 years of age and having the care of Shea Styhl, a
dependent less than 14 years of age, did knowingly place said dependent in a situation that
endangered the dependent's life or health, which resulted in the death of Shea Styhl contrary to
the form of the statutes in such cases made and provided by I.C. 35-46-1-4(a)(1) and I.C. 35-46-1-
4(b)(3) and against the peace and dignity of the State of Indiana.

BY:  /s/ Eric M. Hoffman     
Eric M. Hoffman 24232-18
Prosecuting Attorney
46th Judicial Circuit of Indiana
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STATE OF INDIANA   )
   ) SS:
COUNTY OF DELAWARE   )
  
  
STATE OF INDIANA  
  
            VS  
  
SARAH ANN STYHL

YWCA
310 E. Charles Street
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DOB: 9/6/1986  
SSN: XXX-XX-0782  

IN THE DELAWARE CIRCUIT COURT 3
 
CAUSE NUMBER. 18C03-1906-F1

INFORMATION:

Count 2:
Neglect of a Dependent Resulting in
Death
I.C. 35-46-1-4(a)(3) and I.C. 35-46-1-4(b)
(3)
a Level 1 Felony

 
Count 2:

The undersigned says that between June 1, 2019 and June 8, 2019 in Delaware County, State of
Indiana, Sarah Ann Styhl, being at least 18 years of age and having the care of Shea Styhl, a
dependent less than 14 years of age, did knowingly deprive said dependent of necessary
support, to-wit: medical care  which resulted in the death of Shea Styhl contrary to the form of the
statutes in such cases made and provided by I.C. 35-46-1-4(a)(3) and I.C. 35-46-1-4(b)(3) and
against the peace and dignity of the State of Indiana.

BY:  /s/ Eric M. Hoffman     
Eric M. Hoffman 24232-18
Prosecuting Attorney
46th Judicial Circuit of Indiana
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STATE OF INDIANA   )

   ) SS:

COUNTY OF DELAWARE   )

  

  

STATE OF INDIANA  

  

            VS  

  

SARAH ANN STYHL  

  

  

IN THE DELAWARE CIRCUIT COURT 3
 
CAUSE NUMBER. 18C03-1906-F1

 
State of Indiana's Witness List

Leah Boren 
Bryce Campbell 
Jolene R. Clouse M.D. 
Donald Corea M.D. 
Courtney Demetrius M.D. 
Kristopher M. Duncan 
Joseph Journay 
Sheila Kearney 
Amoreena Kesler 
Codi Kidd 
John Kindler D.O. 
Ronald W. Miller 
Megan Murphy 
Jeffrey A. Pease 
Kevin Pierce 
Scott Sherwood 
Gregory Skaggs 
Damon Stovall 
Jenny Willard 
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