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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

From:  Eric Hoffman, Prosecuting Attorney 

Subject: Press Release -  Arrest of Joel David West 

Date:  February 21, 2019 

 
 
In January and February of 2019, the Yorktown Police Department conducted an 
extensive investigation into the January 16, 2019 overdose death of a Delaware 
County resident.  On February 21, 2019, at approximately 8:45 pm, Joel David 
West was arrested and taken into custody by Yorktown Police Officer Blake 
Barnard for the criminal offense of Dealing in a Controlled Substance Resulting in 
Death, a Level 1 Felony.  A copy of the Affidavit of Probable Cause for Arrest 
Without a Warrant is attached.  
 
Last year, the Indiana General Assembly passed the Dealing in a Controlled 
Substance Resulting in Death statute as a tool for prosecutors across the state to 
hold those accountable who sell drugs to people that end up overdosing and 
dying.  The statute took effect July 1, 2018.   The statute provides as follows: 
 

(a) A person who knowingly or intentionally manufactures or delivers 
a controlled substance or controlled substance analog, in violation of: 
  

(1) IC 35-48-4-1 (dealing in cocaine or a narcotic drug); 
  

(2) IC 35-48-4-1.1 (dealing in methamphetamine); 
  

(3) IC 35-48-4-1.2 (manufacturing methamphetamine); or 
  

(4) IC 35-48-4-2 (dealing in a schedule I, II, or III controlled 
substance); 

  
that, when the controlled substance is used, injected, inhaled, 
absorbed, or ingested, results in the death of a human being who used 
the controlled substance, commits dealing in a controlled substance 
resulting in death, a Level 1 felony. 
  
(b) A person who knowingly or intentionally manufactures or delivers 
a controlled substance, in violation of IC 35-48-4-3, that, when the 
controlled substance is used, injected, inhaled, absorbed, or ingested, 
results in the death of a human being who used the controlled 
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substance, commits dealing in a controlled substance resulting in 
death, a Level 2 felony. 
  
(c) A person who knowingly or intentionally manufactures or delivers 
a controlled substance, in violation of IC 35-48-4-4 or IC 35-48-4-10.5, 
that, when the controlled substance is used, injected, inhaled, 
absorbed, or ingested, results in the death of a human being who used 
the controlled substance, commits dealing in a controlled substance 
resulting in death, a Level 3 felony. 
  
(d) It is not a defense to an offense described in this section that the 
human being died: 
  

(1) after voluntarily using, injecting, inhaling, absorbing, or ingesting 
a controlled substance or controlled substance analog; or 

  
(2) as a result of using the controlled substance or controlled 
substance analog in combination with alcohol or another controlled 
substance or with any other compound, mixture, diluent, or 
substance. 

  

 
 
The Prosecutor’s Office expects to file formal charges next week. Based on the 
date of the death, the charges will be filed in the Delaware Circuit Court No. 3.  
Chief Deputy Prosecutor Zach Craig will be assigned to prosecute the case.  
 
It is important to remember that an arrest and/or the filing of a criminal charge is 
simply an allegation and is not evidence of guilt.  All suspects are presumed 
innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt at trial.      
 
The ethical rules for prosecutors in Indiana prohibit further comment on this matter.  
At this time, there will be no further comment.  
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