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September 12, 2018

Delaware County Council
100 W Main St
Muncie, Indiana 47304

Re: Des. No.: 1298228
Intersection Improvement Project
State Road (SR) 332 and County Road (CR) 600 W, 3.36 miles east of Interstate 69 (I-69)
Yorktown, Delaware County, Indiana

Dear Sir of Madam:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Indiana Department of Transportation
(INDOT)-Greenfield District, propose to proceed with an intersection improvement project at SR
332 and CR 600 W, 3.36 miles east of I-69 (Des. No. 1298228).

This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process requesting
comments associated with these projects. Please use the above Des. No. and project description
in your reply, and your comments will be incorporated into the formal environmental study. Your
cooperation in this endeavor is appreciated.

Project Location and Existing Conditions

The proposed project is located along SR 332 and CR 600 W in Yorktown, Delaware County,
Indiana, approximately 3.36 miles east of I-69. Specifically, the project is located in Sections 33
and 34, Township 21 North, Range 9 East of Harrison Township and Sections 3 and 4, Township
20 North, Range 9 East of Mount Pleasant Township as depicted on the Gilman and Muncie West
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 1:24,000 scale Quadrangles.

SR 332 is classified as a rural major collector within the project area and consists of four, 12-foot
asphalt travel lanes (2 eastbound, 2 westbound) with a 5-foot paved shoulder on both the inside
and outside lanes. Additionally, there is one right turn lane and one left turn lane that are both
12 feet wide; both turn lanes begin approximately 500 feet from the intersection with CR 600 W.
The eastbound and westbound travel lanes are separated by a 40-foot grass median. CR 600 W
is classified as a rural major collector north of SR 332 and an urban minor arterial south of SR 332.
CR 600 W consists of two, 10-foot to 11-foot asphalt travel lanes (1 northbound, 1 southbound).
Adjacent land use consists of agricultural and residential areas. Please see the attached maps and
photographs of the proposed project area.

Purpose and Need

The need for the project stems from significant traffic delays during peak travel times along CR
600 W and the high frequency of personal injury crashes. Since traffic along CR 600 W has to stop
and traffic along SR 332 is free flowing, congestion occurs along CR 600 W. The purpose of the

3502 Woodview Trace, Suite 150
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268
PHONE: 317.222.3878 » TOLL FREE: 800.423.7422



project is to reduce traffic delays and reduce personal injury crash frequency along SR 332 and
CR 600 W.

Proposed Project

The proposed project will construct a restricted crossing U-turn, or J-turn, at the intersection of
SR 332 and CR 600 W. Travel along CR 600 W at SR 332 will be restricted by a new center curb.
Motorists will be required to turn right onto SR 332 and perform a U-turn approximately 750 feet
from the intersection to access CR 600 W. The pavement at each turn-around will be widened by
36.6 feet along westbound SR 332 and by 36.8 feet along eastbound SR 332. Traffic along SR 332
will be unimpeded and the new curbs will allow left turns onto CR 600 W in both directions. Also,
two pipe culverts beneath SR 332 will be extended. One culvert is a 30-inch inner diameter pipe
which will be extended by 11 linear feet. The other culvert is a 24-inch inner diameter pipe which
will be extended by 12 linear feet. Additionally, 3 driveways along CR 600 W within the project
area will be replaced as a part of this project. The total length of the project is 1697 feet along SR
332 and 600 feet along CR 600 W.

The maintenance of traffic (MOT) plan will include multiple phases to limit the impact to
emergency vehicles. The MOT involves lane closures along SR 332 and closing CR 600 W at the
intersection. A detour for CR 600 W, utilizing CR 200 N, CR 700 W, and CR 300 N, will be
established for motorists. Access will be maintained for property owners during construction of
the project. The MOT will be implemented per the Indiana Design Manual guidelines.

Construction is anticipated to begin in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020. The estimated construction cost
associated with this project is $1,334,167.00.

Right-of-Way (ROW)
This project will require the acquisition of approximately 0.636 acre of permanent right-of-way
to widen SR 332 at the location of the two turnarounds.

Environmental Resources

A Red Flag Investigation (RFI) was performed for a 0.5-mile radius for the project area. No “Red
Flags” were identified within the project area but due to the proximity of water resources in the
project area, a full wetland and stream delineation will be conducted and a Waters of the U.S.
Determination Report will be completed as a part of the project. This project is outside of the
Karst Memorandum of Understanding Potential Karst Features Region.

Lochmueller Group conducted a field investigation of the project area on October 27, 2017. The
field investigation identified several wetlands within the project area and a Waters of the U.S.
Determination Report will be prepared for this project.

Section 106

The National Register of Historic Places (National Register) and the Indiana Register of Historic
Sites and Structures (State Register) were reviewed using the State Historic Architectural and
Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) and SHAARD Geographic Information System (GIS)



data published online. No above-ground historical resources on either list are within the project
area. The 1985 Delaware County Interim Report: Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory
(IHSSI) data was also examined; no surveyed resources from this inventory were located within
the project area. No resources listed in the Interim Report are near the project area. The Indiana
Historic Bridge Inventory Volume 2: Listing of Historic and Non-Historic Bridges by Mead & Hunt
(2009) was reviewed. No bridges eligible for listing in the National Register are within the project
area.

Range-wide Informal Programmatic Consultation

Land use in the vicinity of the project is primarily rural with-agricultural and residential areas
surrounding the project area. Delaware County is within the range of the federally endangered
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the federally threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis
septentrionalis). The project appears to fall under the Range-wide Programmatic Informal
Consultation process. Completion of the appropriate determination key through the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) portal will occur. If a
likely determination of “Not Likely to Adversely Affect,” or “Likely to Adversely Affect” is reached
then additional consultation with the USFWS will occur through INDOT.

Early Coordination

This letter is part of the early coordination review process. You are asked to review this
information and provide any comments you may have relative to anticipated impacts of the
project on areas in which you have jurisdiction or special expertise. We will incorporate your
comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts. To facilitate the development of
this project, you are asked to reply within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received by that date, it will be assumed you have no comments at the present time.

If you have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact me at (317) 222-3880
or at ckunkel@lochgroup.com. Additionally, should you want to contact the sponsor of this
project, INDOT-Greenfield District please contact the Project Manager, Mr. Mark Blake, at (317)
467-3982 or at mblake@indot.in.gov.

Thank you in advance for your input.

Sincerely,

C& A

Chris Kunkel
Environmental Biologist
Lochmueller Group, Inc.



Attachments:

e Red Flag Investigation Maps
e Photographs
e Preliminary Design Plans

Distribution List:

USFWS, Bloomington Field Office (electronic submission)
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Indianapolis Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District

U.S. Housing and Urban Development

National Park Service

FHWA — Indiana Division (electronic submission)

Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), Division of Fish and Wildlife (electronic
submission)

Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) (electronic submission)
INDOT, Office of Public Involvement (electronic submission)
INDOT, Office of Aviation (electronic submission)

INDOT, Environmental Services (electronic submission)
INDOT, Greenfield District (electronic submission)

Indiana Geological Survey (electronic submission)

Delaware County Board of Commissioners

Delaware County Council

Delaware County Highway Department

Delaware County Surveyor’s Office

Delaware County Emergency Management Agency
Delaware County Sheriff's Department

Delaware County, Mount Pleasant Township Trustee
Delaware County, Harrison Township Trustee

Wes-Del Community Schools

Yorktown Community Schools

Yorktown Fire Department

Bureau of Water Quality MSD

Delaware-Muncie Metropolitan Planning Commission
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2. Looking east along SR 332 toward intersection with CR 600 W
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4. Looking no




5. Looking north along CR 600 W toward intersection with SR 332

6. Looking northeast at intersection of SR 332 and CR 600 W




8. Looking south along CR 600 W toward intersection with SR 332
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12. Looking west along SR 332 toward intersection with CR 600 W




13. Looking west along SR 332
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