_EstablishingPaternity -

WHAT IS PATERNITY?
Paternity means fatherhood. Establishing paternpity gives your child a legal father.

WHY IS ESTABLISHING PATERNITY IMPORTANT?
Establishing paternity can make a difference for your child’s whole life.

If the parents are not married to each other at the time of conception or when the child is born, they should
both think about establishing paternity now.

Even if the parents live together or plan to marry, establishing paternity assures the child and parents

certain rights.

ldentity: It i1s important to know who we are. By knowing both parents, a child will gain 2 sense of
belonging.

Financiai: If paternity is not established, your child could be denied some benefits:

o Social Secunity for a deceased or disabled parent

e Inheritance rights
e Veteran’s benefits

o Life insurance

e Health mnsurance

The law requires both parents to support their child. Establishing paternity is the first step in making plans
to provide the financial support your child will need in a way that is fair to both parents.

Establishing paternity can make it possible to collect support later, even if the father cannot or will not pay
support now.
Medical: It is importani for parents and a child to know of inhented health problems from either side of the
family. Also, mechcal insurance might be available for a child through a parent’s employer, union, or
military service
Relationships:
BOTH PARENTS have:
o A right to establish a healthy relationship with; and,
o The responsibility to care for their son or daughter.
Making the relationship legal from the beginning:
e Provides a greater opportunity for a healthy relationship; and,
o Ensures the father’s rights to a relationship with his child.
Birth Certificate and Name:
If patemity is established:
e The birth certificate will show the father’s name; and,
e The child will have the father’s last name.
If the parents are not married when the child is born and patemity is not established:
e The father will not be listed on the birth certificate; and,
e The child will have the mother’s last name.
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Custody:

~Legal and physical custody of a child may be changed by a court in a proceeding under IC 31214,

Physical Custody: The mother will have primary physical custody of the child.
Legal Custody: The mother will have sole legal custody of the child unless:
e The Patemnity Affidavit is signed after July 1, 2010; and,
e Both parents agree to joint legal custody; and,
e All the steps required to establish joint legal custody are completed.
Legal custody 1dentifies who will have the authority and responsibility for major decisions about your
child's upbringing. This includes: ‘
e Decisions about the child's education, health care, and religious training; and,
» Access to the child's school and medical records.
Joint Legal Custody means both mother and father share the authority and responsibility associated with
legal custody.
For joint legal custody to exist based on a Paternity Affidavit, all of the following must be done:
e Both parents must agree to joint legal custody.

e Both parents must indicate their agreement to share joint legal custody by checking the two option
boxes in Section F, item 1 on the Paternity Affidavit.

» Both parents must sign Section F, item 1 and initial items 3 and 4 on the Paternity Affidavit.

e Both parents must sign Section E of the Patermity Affidavit afler Julyl, 2010.

e Genetic testing must be performed by an accredited laboratory. A home paternity test would not be
admissible for legal purposes.

= The test results must show the man who signed the Paternity Affidavit to be the biological father.

® The test results must be submitted to a local health department within 60 days of the child’s birth.

IF the genetic test proves the man is not the father, OR if you fail to provide the results to the local health
department within 60 days of the child’s birth:

e The joint legal custody agreement will be void, and

e The mother will have sole legal custody

¢ The establishment of paternity IS STILL VALID

e The man who signed the Paternity Affidavit will still be the legal father of the child.

HOWIS PATERNITY ESTABLISHED?
Marriage: A man is presumed to be a child’s father if:
e He and his wife are married when the child is born or
e If the child is born not later than 300 days after the marriage ends.
If a husband says he is not the child’s father or another man claims to be the child’s father, a court may
require a genetic test to determine paternity.

Paternity Affidavits at the Hospital:
Parents can establish paternity within the first 72 hours after their child’s birth by both parents completing
and signing a Patemity Affidavit at the hospital. This is the easiest way to establish this legal relationship
between the child and father.
Paternity Affidavits at the Local Health Department: Paternity can also be established by completing a
Paternity Affidavit at the local health department:

s Any time before the child is emancipated (age 21 uniess otherwise ordered by a court)

e Aslong as no father is listed on the birth certificate.
Court Determination:
Paternity may be established by filing 2 paternity action in court. Parents may agree to the paternity or
may request a genetic test.
If a man has signed a Patemity Affidavit and then wants genetic testing, he must request it within 60
days of the date he signed the Affidavit or the court can deny his request.
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YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES REGARDING PATERNITY
“AFFIDAVITS -

Things to Know in General:

Signing a Paternity Affidavit is voluntary.
You may not be able to reverse paternity and its legal responsibilities once you sign a Paternity

Affidavit.

The father can sign a Paternity Affidavit even if he is married to someone else.

A woman who knowingly or intentionally falsely names a man as the child’s biological father commits a
Class A misdemeanor.

Information about your child’s paternity and the process to establish paternity will be treated
confidentially by hospital staff, the Health Department, the Prosecutor’s Office and attorneys.

If you have not signed a Paternity Affidavit and are afraid to establish paternity because of domestic
violence, you should contact the Prosecutor’s Office. They can provide privacy protection.

Since signing a Paternity Affidavit has legal consequences, you may want to consult an attorney before
signing.
You must receive both written and oral information about your alternatives, rights, and responsibilities, and
the effects of signing a Patermty Affidavit.
Beginning July 1, 2010;
e If you are under age 18 yon must be given a chance to consult with an adult you choose
before signing a Paternity Affidavit.
o T.he Paternity Affidavit must be presented to each parent separately and without the
presence of the other parent.

Otherwise the signed Paternity Affidavit will be veidable.

If:

e You are the presumed father, and

e You do not establish paternity now,

e But you want the right to notice and a hearing regarding any adoption of the child,
you must register with the Indiana Putative Father Registry through the Indiana State Department of Health
at (317) 233-7085.
If you do not sign a Paternity Affidavit and are unsure about the paternity of the child, you may contact the
Prosecuting Attorney’s office in your county for help establishing paternity.
A man has the right o request a court hearing if he is not sure he is the father of the child.
If the mother is receiving public assistance (TANF or Medicaid), she may be required to cooperate in
establishing paternity and obtaining a support order or face losing those benefits.

The custodial party may contact the Prosecuting Attormney’s Office in their county for the child support
services below through the IV-D program. There is a small fee if the parent is not receiving public

assistance.

Establishing paternity

Finding the absent parent

Getting a court order for the payment of child support and medical support

Enforcing child support and medical support orders

If patemity is established, the child’s mother or the IV-D agency have a right to obtain a child support and
medical support order requinng the father to pay support, and they may collect on those orders.

Things to Know if a Paternity Affidavit Is Completed:
e No further court action is required to establish the paternity of the child.
e No additional evidence of patermity is required for child support and medical support payments to be
ordered.
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Things to Know If a Paternity Affidavit Is Completed (continued):

~The custody rights of the parents are specified in the Paternity Affidavit unless determitied othérwise

by a court. See Custody.

The father will have parenting time as outlined by the Indiana Parenting Time Guidelines, unless a
court rules differently.

A man has the night to withdraw/rescind his acknowledgment of paternity only within sixty (60) days
of the date the Paternity Affidavit is completed. To do so, he must file an action in 2 court with
jurisdiction over paternity and may need to submit to and pay for genetic testing. After 60 days the
father may not be able to reverse patemity, even if genetic tests prove the child is not his.

The mother does not have the right to withdraw/rescind her acknowledgment of paternity.

WHY DO | NEED TO THINK ABOUT THIS AT THE TIME OF THE CHILD’S BIRTH?

&

You do not need to sign a Paternity Affidavit now. It is the father’s right to obtain a genetic test first.
But if you choose to establish patemity, there are reasons to begin the process immediately. To start a
paternity case, call your county prosecutor.

If you want parenting time above what is outlined in the Indiana Parenting Time Guidelines, contact
an attorney. See GETTING LEGAL HELP for free legal representation if you cannot afford an attorney.
If you sign the Patemity Affidavit, you will not need to have a court hearing to establish legal
paternity.

If you complete the Paternity Affidavit before completing the birth certificate, the child will carry the
father’s name and you can avoid the trouble and expense of having it changed later.

Completing the Paternity Affidavit before applying for your child’s Social Security number will ensure
the child’s information is correct the first time.

Child and medical support orders can be established more quickly when patemity has already been
established.

IMPORTANT RESOURCES

www_IN.gov/dcs
GETTING LEGAL HELP?P INDIANA PARENTING TIME AND
Indiana Bar Association 317-639-5465 CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES
www.in.gov/judiciary/selfservice www.in.gov/judiciary/childsupport
www lsoi.org/stc_site CHILD SUPPORT KIDS LINE
www.in.gov/dcs/support 800-840-8757
www.in.gov/dcs/support
INDIANA PUTATIVE FATHER
REGISTRY CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT HOTLINE
317 233-7085 800-800-5556
www.in.gov/isdh/20371 htm www.in.gov/dcs/2398. htm
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L Also lwas g_v'en lhe opportumty to consultwnth Al aduit of my choasmg

SIGNATURE OF: F:ATHER :
B SEGTION: ‘A— ACIG\IOWLEDGEMI:NT OF PATERNITY,
ATHER'S FULL LEGAL NAME - C 5 ) and, {... “MOTHER'S FULLLEGALNAME E

ltemaﬁves nghts and resp;‘n‘mb._ eSa‘egardmg th:s afﬁd
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mother of the child referred to in Sectu:m D of this affidavit and that ( FATHER'S FULL LEGAL NAME ) xs the
biological father of that child. Therefore, 1 wish for the birth certificate to identify him as the father,

SECTION B — BIOLOGICAL FATHER'S FACTS OF BIRTH

Full Legal Name; Father’s Social Secarity Number: .
Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY): Pursuant to IC 16-37-2-2.1 (e)(4)
Place of Birth (city, state, county):
Father’s Current Address (number and street, city, state, ZIP code):

Telephone:

Optional Information - Race: Employer Name:
Employer Full Address:

Fuﬂ Legat Nafne

Employer Fuli Address
. Medlca] Insurance Cornpany : LT _ mber;, *. - :
- ;%L i SECTIOND - CHILD’S NAME ON IN])].ANA CERTEF!CATE OFBIRTH
_Al the name ofour chlld ot the Indmna Certifi cate of Blrth sha!l be recorded as I

(M]DDLE)

: 'By mgmng ﬂns aﬂ' dawt 5 acknowledge thatI have read and understand all of the’ fnl]ow g NS :
1,~"A man should’ NOT‘ ign this form if he is not sure he'is the bmlngu:al fathet\. I'ing seei\ g geneilc tesf Eefore s__lgnmg ;thts
I fobnk, Slgnmg a Pmermty Aff Jawt is volmitary Al ?nay hot'be fble tbiraverse patemnit : ;
assoc;atr:& with.it,sonic .

¥

N ‘ _~ T fngn‘a\f ;fmty Afﬁdﬂ\\jlt af ‘tﬁe locaf H alth:Be % :
T 7 “ng°father lisfed onthé birth certificate. C

e

3. A woman who knowingly or intentionally falsely names a man as the child’s biological father commits a Class A misdemeanor.
4. 1received both written and verbal information about the legal effects of signing a Paternity Affidavit.
5. Since this form has legal consequences, | may want to consult an attorney before signing.

6. This affidavit is void if signed after the mother has executed a consent to adoption and a petition to adopt has been filed.
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2 It* Aam the‘ presumed father and do not estabhsh patemrty now but want the rlght to nr.ihee and a hearmg regardmg any ‘
adoptrcm of thechrid Imust reglster wrth the ]ndiana Putanve Father Regrstry through the In&xaoa State Depgrtment of Health., g

i 10 The c.usto"mt party may oontact thé Prosecutmg Attomey 57 Oﬂ" ce in therr county for the ohrld“support serwces beIow through
g the V«D pmgram There is a smal] fee if the parent is not’ reoervmg publlc a551stance . .

: : ?' s it o —,‘ L R gt 8 e

1 At‘mr.tn s the Fight o w1the¥faw/re5c -his“ﬁé]{neﬁl’e&gmeﬁt of paternity only withitr sity (60) days of the ,
Affidavit is completed. To do so he must file an action in a court with jurisdiction over paternity and may need to submit to and
pay for genetic testing. 1C 16-37-2-2.1(i-j) After sixty (60) days the father may not be able to reverse paternity, even if

genetic tests prove the child he is NOT the biological father.

SIGNATURE OF MOTHER ‘ DATE (MM/DIYYYYY)

SIGNATURE OF FATHER DATE (MM/DIVYYYY)

SECTION F —ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY
lf both mother and father agree they may comp[ete thrs seohon of the Patemlty Affi davrt to elect to share jomt ]egal custody of the

ncermng ‘th chrld’s _pbrlngmg,;trfcludmg it

L agres to share ]omt !egal custody, you M’UST submrt the resu!ts ofa genetlc test, perforrned by an accredlted laboratory
ng lafer thau sutty (60) days aﬁer the chltd’s bn'th that; mdrcare the: father listed in Sec_t:on Bis the h:ologlcal father of the chrfd

N

Mother ¢ Initials Fatheér's Initials’

Subscribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned, A Notary Public, in and for said county, this day of . ,2
Signature of Notary My Commission Expires fAIM,. DD, F¥YY):
Printed Name ol Notary County of Residence:
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