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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

From:  Eric M. Hoffman, Prosecuting Attorney 

  prosecutor@co.delaware.in.us 

Date:  December 4, 2023 

 
JURY CONVICTS HABITUAL OFFENDER OF MURDER 

 
Muncie Indiana – Today a Delaware County jury deliberated for approximately 1.5 
hours before convicting Jason D. Harris (DOB 2/26/1989) of the following criminal 
offenses: 
  

Count 1: Murder, a felony.  
Count 3: Criminal Confinement, a Level 3 

Felony. 
Count 4: Unlawful Possession of a Firearm 

by a Serious Violent Felon, a Level 
4 Felony. 

Count 5: Obstruction of Justice, a Level 6 
Felony. 

Count 6:  Theft, a Class A Misdemeanor.  
 
The Jury also found Harris to be an Habitual Offender 
because he has two prior unrelated felony convictions for 
Aggravated Battery, Level 3 Felonies.  The Jury also 
found Harris guilty of using a firearm during the commission of Murder.  The 
Honorable Thomas A. Cannon Jr., Judge of the Delaware Circuit Court No. 5 set 
sentencing for January 18, 2014 at 2:30 PM.  Pursuant to Indiana law: 

 

 Murder is punishable by 45 – 65 years in prison and up to a 
$10,000 fine. 

 A Level 3 Felony is punishable by 3 – 16 years in prison and up to 
a $10,000 fine. 

 A Level 4 Felony is punishable by 2 – 12 years in prison and up to 
a $10,000 fine. 

 A Level 6 Felony is punishable by 6 months – 2.5 years in prison 
and up to a $10,000 fine. 

 A Class A Misdemeanor is punishable by up to 1 year in jail and a 
$5,000 fine.  
 

Jason D. Harris 



  

 

 The Habitual Offender Enhancement can add an additional 6 – 20 
years to the total sentence. 

 

 The Firearm Enhancement can add an additional 5 – 20 years to 
the total sentence 

 
After the verdict was returned, Delaware County Prosecuting Attorney Eric 
Hoffman said “Although nothing can bring Erik Sparks back, I am very grateful for 
the jury verdicts in this case.  Jason Harris will now be held accountable for brutally 
executing Erik Sparks on a cold and dark night last February.  It is my sincere hope 
that this will be the first step in the healing process for Erik’s family and friends.    I 
am proud of co-counsel Chief Deputy Prosecutor Zach Craig, Prosecutor’s 
Investigators Gala Laughner and Heather Stanley, and Muncie Police Detectives 
including Ryan Plummer and Joseph Duckham for their assistance and hard work 
and dedication in this case.” 
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