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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

From:  Eric M. Hoffman, Delaware County Prosecuting Attorney 

  Jeff Stanley, Delaware County Chief Deputy Sheriff   

Ed Carroll, Delaware County Auditor 

  Jan Smoot, Delaware County Recorder 

Date:  July 17, 2025 

 
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM PROPERTY FRAUD  

 
Muncie Indiana – On July 16, 2025, the Delaware County Sheriff’s 

Department arrested Phoenix Hile (DOB 3/20/1999) for the following criminal 
offenses: Fraud, a Level 4 Felony, Theft, a Level 5 Felony, Burglary, a Level 5 
Felony, Forgery, a Level 5 Felony, Unauthorized entry of a motor vehicle, a Level 
6 Felony and Possession of Methamphetamine, a Level 6 Felony. A copy of the 
affidavit of Probable Cause for Arrest is attached.  Once the case and investigation 
are complete, it will be sent to Delaware County Prosecutor Eric Hoffman for the 
filing of formal criminal charges.  It is important to remember that any accusation 
that someone has committed a crime, an arrest and/or the filing of a criminal 
charge is simply an allegation and is not evidence of guilt.  All suspects are 
presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt at 
trial.   
 

* * * * 
 

According to the FBI, property and mortgage fraud is the fastest-growing 
white-collar crime in the United States.  Unfortunately, it has become all too easy 
for a criminal to record a fraudulent deed, making it appear as if they own YOUR 
home. Once this step is complete, they can use your home as collateral on a 
mortgage -- or even attempt to sell your home to an unsuspecting buyer.  Property 
and mortgage fraud can be accomplished in several ways such as merely forging 
your signature and a fake or unscrupulous notary; or, using a fake power of 
attorney document to execute the fake documents without your consent or 
knowledge. This can cost property owners their property, money, and peace of 
mind. Fraudulent transfer of someone’s real estate can have devastating 
consequences for both the owner and the transferee, as well as for other parties 
involved in the real estate transaction.    

Although this type of crime is rare in Indiana, it is on the rise nationwide. By 
being vigilant and informed, you can protect yourself and your property from 
fraudsters. The Delaware County Recorder's office has taken a proactive step to 
provide you with one tool for staying ahead of criminals who prey on property 
owners.  For most people, their property is the biggest investment they will ever 
make. Let us help protect your property with a FREE Property Fraud Alert (PFA) 
system. You can sign up for this FREE service by self-registering at 
https://propertyfraudalert.com or by calling the Delaware County Recorder’s office 

https://www.propertyfraudalert.com/
https://propertyfraudalert.com/
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at 765-747-7804 to sign up.  Attached is a flyer that contains more information on 
Property Fraud Alert. 

After you have signed up, this FREE program will alert you via email, text, 
or phone call, if a document that includes your name is recorded in the Delaware 
County Recorder's Office.  Property Fraud Alert is an online subscription service 
offered to the public that allows them to have their name monitored within the 
Delaware County Recorder's office in order to track possible fraudulent recordings 
that affects their property. The threat of mortgage fraud and identity theft crimes 
continue to rise, and all too often victims of these types of fraudulent activities are 
unaware their homes or identity have been stolen. While Property Fraud Alert does 
not prevent fraud from happening; it provides an early warning system for property 
owners to take appropriate actions should they determine possible fraudulent 
activity has taken place.  It's simple! Just enter your personal and/or business 
name and you will be notified when a document is recorded with your name match.   

If you own real estate, we strongly urge you to enroll in the Property Fraud 
Alert system.  A fraudulent transfer can be challenged and reversed by a court, 
which means that the property can be restored to the original owner. A fraudulent 
transfer can also result in civil or criminal penalties, such as fines, damages, 
restitution, or imprisonment. If you are alerted to a fraudulent action against your 
real property, it is important to act quickly. 
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