[image: image1.png]ORDINANCE 2001-_ 003
WHEREAS, Delaware County residents deserve safe potable water; and
WHEREAS, safe potable water is one of man’s most precious natural resources; and

WHEREAS, safe potable ground water can be contaminated and made even totally useless for
drinking by improper well drilling and pump installation practices; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of Delaware County desire to prepare guidelines and standards
for the safé construction and drilling of residential water wells as well as the safe installation of pumps

- and all accompanying parts thereto; and

- WHEREAS, the Delaware County Commissioners desire to establish standards for the proper
installation of private water wells to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Delaware

County hereby adopt an ordinance. . === =

. NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE SHALL BE
ADOPTED AND MADE A P-XRT OF THE PERMANENT RECORDS OF DELAWARE COUNTY,

INDIANA that:

Section 1. Definitions. '
a. Health Officer - means the duly appointed Health Officer for Delaware County, Indtena or

a person designated by the Health Officer to act in or on their behalf. The term shall also
mean the Delaware County Health Department. '

b. Private Well - means a water well that serves a family or business for their potable water
needs. This shall not apply to any well used solely to meonitor the quality or quantity of
ground water. |

¢. Public Water Source - means any source of water that provides potable water to more than
one person, firm or entity for which there is a charoe assessed against the user for water
consumed.

d. Work on any Private Well - means the installation of any new or replacement water well

~ and/or pump to bring the water from below the surface of the ground to be used by the
owner for their potable water needs. This term also includes the breaking of any sanitary
seal of a private water well. This term shall also include uncovering the buried upper
terminal. '

e. Installer - means anv person, firm or entity that performs maintenance, replaces or installs
private water wells for any person or business whether for a fee or without a fee. This term
also includes well installers and any person that performs any service to abandon a private
well for another person. :

f. Person - means any person, firm, or entity without respect to any particular gender or type.

‘This shall also include the homeowner or occupant of a residence that performs any activity
or service for installation and/or maintenance for their own property or residence. :
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h.

Maintenance - means the repair or replacement of any pump, pressure tank, piping, well or
well casing wherein the well seal is broken, compromised or removed by an installer or any
other person. Maintenance shall also include the installation of any private well that is
intended to serve as a replacement for an existing private well.

All other words and phrases shall have their usual and customary meaning.

Section 2. Contaminated Private Well.

a.

d.

If the Health Officer determines that water from a private well used by humans for drinking,
food preparation, washing or other direct human contact presents a chemical, biological or
radiation threat for the persons served by the private well, then the Health Officer shall order
the owner of said well to cease and desist from its continued use. The Health Officer shall
also order the well to be abandoned pursuant to this ordinance.

In an emergency situation as approved by the Health Officer, a home owner may dnll a new

" water well prior to obtaining a permit as required in this ordinance. The well may not be

used for human consumption until such time as the well and its water shall be inspected and
‘approved by the Health Officer as per this ordinance. This does not excuse the installer
from obtaining all of the necessary permits within two (2) business days. The installer
operating under this emergency provision shall notlﬁ the Health Officer within two business
days of the installation of a private well. ,
In the event that a private well is contaminated and ordered abandoned by the Health Officer
and a public water main becomes available within 100 feet of any property line of the

~residential or business property served by a private well, the owner of the property shall

establish a direct connection for the property to the public water main as soon as reasonable.
After connection to the public water system the owner of the property shall abandon the
private well pursuant to 312 IAC 13 ef seq. and report the abandonment of the private well -

to the health officer within two business days.

Section 3. Permit for New Private Wells.

a.

b.

Prior to the commencement of any work to install a new private well, the Owner shall
obtain a permit from the Health Officer.
The Owner shall submit an application for a permit provided by the Health Officer for a
permit to install a new private water well. This apphcatlon shall be returned to the Health
Department.
The permit shall be obtained no later than 2 business days prior to the commencement of any
work on the private well.
The Health Officer shall charge a fee of $60.00 for all permits for new private wells. The
fee shall be submitted at the same time as the application is submitted by the owner . This
permit shall apply only to new home construction and shall include both the well and the
pump installation.
Prior to the use of the private water well for human consumption, the Health Officer shall
inspect the well and its water for compliance with all state and federal regulations.

This ordinance shall not apply to any well used solely to monitor the quality or quantity of

ground water.
The installer shall not commence work on the private well until the Owner has provided a

copy of the permit to the installer.
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a.

b.

()

The Installer shall inform the Health Officer at least two (2) days. prior to the installation of
any new well.

The Health Officer shall be permitted to inspect pnvate water well installation at any stage
of construction.

The Health Officer shall submit a sample of the water from the new pnvate well for a
laboratory analysis to determine if the bacterial content is satisfactory.

The cost for the testing of the first water sample shall be paJd by the Health Depamnent
from the permit fees.

The water from a new water well shall not be used for human consumption until such time
as the well has been approved by the Health Officer and the water analysis is acceptable to

the Health Officer.
Other than the permit fee there shall be no addmonal charge to the installer for the ﬁrst '

* water analysis. In the event that it shall be necessary for any additional water testing, the

Owner shall be responsible for conducting and obtaining any subseguent testing.
All well construction must be performed in accordance with the Department of Natural
Resources Rule 312 JAC 13 et seq. and Indiana State Department of Health Bulletin PWS 2

-and Indiana State Department of Health Bulletin S. E. 13.

In the event that any subsequent testing is required to be performed after installation of a
new private well, the installer may obtain a water sample from the pnvate well bladder tank
and then submit that sample for analysis.

If a subsequent acceptable water sample is obtained from the private well bladder tank and a
sample is otherwise determined to be unacceptable to the Health Officer, the water may not
be consumed by the owner or occupant of the dwelling until such time as the owner of
property has performed any and all necessary treatment or taken adequate maintenance or
repair to the water system to result in an acceptable water test result will be obtained by the
owner or occupant from an-outlet other than the private well bladder tank.

The installer shall, thirty (30) days after completion of the installation of the new well,

provide to the Health Officer and the owner of the property a copy of the well record
submitted to the Indxana Department of Natural Resources.

Section 5. Well Pumps and Well Standards.

a.

All hand pumps, stands or similar devices shall be installed so that there is no unprotected
opening connected to the interior of the pump. The pump spout shall be a closed, downward
directed type. All hand pumps shall be bolted to a mounting flange securely fastened to the
well casing. The top of the casing shall extend at least one (1) mch above the face of the
flange.

All power driven pumps located over wells shall be mounted on the well casing, a pump
foundation, or a pump stand, so as to provide an effective well seal at the top of the well.
There is an effective seal if the well casing extends at least one (1) inch into the pump base,
provided the pump is mounted on a base place or foundation in such a manner to prevent the
entry of dust and insects, and the top of the well casing is at least two (2) feet above any
known flood water level. Where the pump unit is not located over the well and pump

&
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deliver or suction pipe emerges from the top of the pump, a watertight expanding gasket or
an equivalent well seal shall be proved at the termmal of a conduit containing a cable for a
submersible pump. '
All submersible pumps shall have one (1) check valve located on the discharge line above
the pump and inside the well casing. If the discharge pipe is at least twelve (12) inches
above the ground and slopes to drain into the well the check valve may be located in the
dwelling unit.
Unless a power-driver pump is weatherproof or frostproof, a pump house providing access
_to the pump for maintenance and repair work shall be constructed to house the pump. The
pump house floor shall be constructed of impervious material and shall slope away in all

- directions from the well or suction pipe.

Discharge lines and vacuum lines from the well to the foundation of heated buildings shall

be protected against freezing.
-All well vents shall be piped water-tight to a point not less than twenty-four (24) inches
above any known flood water level, and, in any event to the top of the well casing. Such

. vent opening and piping shall be of sufficient size to prevent clogging by frost and in no

case less than one-quarter (1/4”) diameter. The terminals of vent pipes shall be shielded and
screened to prevent the entrance of foreign matter and preferably should be tuned down. If
toxic or inflammable gases are vented from the well, the vent shall extend to the outside
atmosphere at a point where the gases will not provide a ha.zard Openings in pump bases
shall be sealed water-tight.

All pressure water systems shall have a faucet on the discharge side of, and as close as
possible to, the pump for the collection of water samples. The sampling faucet shall have a
smooth, turned-down nozzle. A hose bib shall not be used.

No material will be used in the well or pump installation that will result in the delivered
water being toxic or having an objectionable taste or odor. All metallic and non-metailic
materials shall have sufficient structural strength and other properties consistent with the

" purpose for which they were installed. Flexible or non-rigid plastic pipe shall not be used

for suspending submersible pumps, unless the piping has the physical properties to
withstand the torque and load to which it is subjected. '

Offset pumps and sampling faucets shall be located where they are readily accessible.
Pressure tanks or approved substitutes used as a part of the water system shall be of such
size as to prevent excessive wear of the pump due to frequency of starting or stopping.

Maintenance of Well.
After the well repair wherein the water quality has been compromised or after the well seal

of an existing well has been broken, or a private well is drilled to replace the existing well,
the well shall be disinfected by the installer pursuant to the procedures set forth in 312 IAC
'16-9-1. The upper terminal of a well located in a well pit that is not properly drained to the
ground surface in the immediate area or is subject to flooding shall be deemed buried for the
purposes of this section. If the well seal is broken a pitless adapter shall be installed

- pursuant to 312 [AC 16-4-3(d).
' The installer shall notify the Health Department, whenever possible, one (1) day prior to the

maintenance of any well.
The owner shall be responsible for obtaining a permit for maintenance of the well.
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The fee shall be submitted at the same time as the application supplied by the installer .
There shall be no human consumption of any water derived from a private well until such
time as the Health Department has determined that the water is safe for human consumption.
The owner shall submit an application for maintenance of a private well on the form provided
by the Health Officer. :
The installer shall not commence work on the private well until the Owner has provided a
copy of the permit to the installer. . ‘
The Health Officer shall be permitted to inspect a private water well maintenance at any
ume. . :
The Health Officer shall submit a sample of water after maintenance of the water well for
analysis at a laboratory to determine if the bacterial content is satisfactory.
Other than the permit fee there shall be no additional charge to the owner for the first water
analysis. In the event that it shall be necessary for any additional water testing, the owner
shall be responsible for conducting and oObtaining any subsequent testing.  All water tests
performed shall be performed at a lab that is certified by the Indiana State Department of
Health. The Health Department shall provide, at the request of the installer or property
owner, a list of those labs certified by the Indiana State Department of Health. ‘

'In the event that any subsequent testing is required to be performed by the owner after

installation of a replacement private well, the owner or installer may obtain a water sample
from the private well bladder tank and then submit that sample for analysis. If the subsequent
test result is acceptable to the Health Officer, then the installer shall be relieved from any
further responsibility for the water quality at this location.

If a subsequent acceptable water sample is obtained from the private well bladder tank and a
sample is otherwise determined to be unacceptable to the Health Officer, the water may not
be- consumed by the owner or occupant of the dwelling until such time as the owner of
property has performed any and all necessary treatment or taken adeguate maintenance or
repair to the water system to result in an acceptable water test result will be obtained by the
owner or occupant from an outlet other than the private well bladder tank.

Installers who maintain or perform maintenance on private water wells shall be registered
with the Delaware County Health Officer and a licensed plumber or well driller.

Loyt

Section 7. Installers Regi'stratian.

a.

No person may install, maintain, perform any type of maintenance work or abandon any
private well in Delaware County unless they have. registered with the Health Officer.
Owners of real property that perform installation or maintenance on their own real estate are
not required to register.

The person shall supply their name, address, phone number, business name or employer as
well as any license number issued by the State of Indiana.

The Health Officer may request additional information of any person registering to perform
well drilling or pump repair in Delaware County as the Health Officer may reasonably
determine if necessary. '

The- registration of a person shall not be an indication of their competence or
professionalism of the person that registers with Delaware County.
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e.
ordinance or their work that performs well drilling or water pump repair services.

f.  The registration of an installer may be suspended or revoked by the Health Officer, if the
installer fails to comply with any provision of thi§ ordinance or any rule or regulation

~ enacted by the State or Federal Government concerning the maintenance, installation of
private wells, pumps or the abandonment of any well.

g. In the event that a registration shall be suspended or-revoked by the Health Officer, the
installer may appeal said suspension or revocation to the Board of Health for consideration
at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The installer must file their notice of intent to
appeal the suspension or revocation of the registration wrthm ten (10) busmess days from

-~ the action of the Health Officer. '
h. Upon request, the Health Department shall provrde a complete lrst of currently registered
mstallers
Section 8. Penalties and Enforcement. | ’
' a. Violation of this ordinance may result in a fine against the offending person(s) not to exceed
$2,500.00 plus all court costs, including the cost of enforcement, reasonable attorney fees
- and the cost of investigation.

b. Each day shall constitute a separate offense.

c. The Health Officer shall be responsible for enforcement of this ordinance.

d. In addition to any fine and other costs, the Health Officer may enforce this ordinance by
injunction. The violating party shall be responsible for all costs including reasonable attorney
fees incurred by Delaware County in the enforcement of this ordinance. :

e. This ordinance is effective 10 days after it is published.

Section 9. Revocation and Supersede of Prior Ordinances

a. Any and all prior adopted ordinances that concern the installation and repair of private water
wells are hereby revoked.

b. This ordinance shall supersede and replace any prior ordinance that concerns the installation

-and repair of private water wells.
~ g
DATED THIS /DAY OF /%fbf & w
\fonham, sioner and President
9%44%
/ Jim St Myer, Comrm oner
Jack Stonebraker, Commissioner
ST:
7/
Jdne Lassiter, Delaware County Auditor

" Delaware County shall not assume responsibility for any pe'ébn that is registered under this





